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Moved by: Councillor Roscoe

Seconded by: Councillor Fairclough

Policy on Intentional Balloon and Chinese / Sky Lantern Releases

This Council notes:

The mass intentional release of helium filled latex balloons and Chinese/sky lanterns 
pose hazards to wildlife and livestock causing injury and death. Lanterns can also 
cause injury to humans, damage to building and cause false callouts to the 
coastguard.

The Marine Conservation Society reported during the September 2016 'Great British 
Beach Clean' event, volunteer beach cleaners found a 53.5% increase on 2015 in the 
amount of balloon related litter on UK beaches (1)

Balloons have been found ingested in endangered turtles, dolphins, whales and 
seabirds (2). Livestock have been killed from eating broken up lanterns which are 
accidentally picked up by harvesting machinery and put into winter feeds. (3)

Under Section 87 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 it is an offence to throw 
down, drop or otherwise deposit and then leave litter. Local authorities have a statutory 
duty to enforce this Act with fixed penalty notices and have a responsibility to keep 
public open spaces free from litter.

Currently over 50 UK local authorities have agreed to implement a ban on balloon and 
lantern releases on their land. 

This Council believes that all Sefton residents should be discouraged from releasing 
balloons and lanterns due to the damage that is caused to our environments, 
(particularly to marine life).

This Council therefore directs Officers to report to the Cabinet on: 

1. The drawing up of a policy of not permitting the release of balloons and Chinese 
Lanterns from Council-owned land e.g. parks, open spaces, and beaches; and 
any potential financial implications arising from this Motion

2. The Council not endorsing events where balloon and lantern releases are to take 
place.

3. Where Council property is leased to a third party, e.g. schools, the leaseholder 
is written to asking them to observe the ban on balloon and Chinese lantern 
releases.

4. When leases or licences are renewed, an explicit clause banning balloon and 
lantern releases is added.



5. An ongoing communications plan to inform Sefton residents and visitors on the 
dangers of balloon and lantern releases and informing them of the alternatives 
such as sponsoring a tree or a lighting candle event.

(1) https://xray-mag.com/content/time-back-banning-balloon-releases

(2) https://www.mcsuk.org/news/swift-action-shows-that-balloon-dont-let-go-
campaign-is-vital

(3) https://www.mcsuk.org/news/marine-charity-urges-communities-to-help-stop-
damaging-balloon
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